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The Name Game

It has long been argued within certain circles that the way in which your name appears on 

documents indicates to whom the document is addressing. While there are many references one can 

find online to enlighten themselves to this it must also be said that there are as many different views as 

there are references. It is with a view toward clarity that this article is addressed.

• Common Forms of a Name:

◦ John Quincy Public   - Follows standard English grammatical rules.

◦ John Q. Public   - Follows standard English grammatical rules with abbreviation.

◦ John Public   – Follows standard English grammatical rules and drops the middle

initial.

The forms listed above are the most common name forms we encounter when writing or 

receiving correspondence and are of no notable import for this article, whether preceded by a Mr. in the

case of our example, for this article is also, at this time is of no consequence. From here we shall move 

to yet one more common name form we see typically and this name form with appear as:

• JOHN QUINCY PUBLIC – Found on Driver Licenses, Social Security Cards, Bank 

Accounts, Credit Cards, Most other forms of I.D. and the like.

You should notice that this is, what is commonly referred to as your, ALL CAPS NAMES by 

certain groups.
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Those who promulgate this all caps name theory, although not, completely wrong do a great dis-

service to themselves by not researching and studying for themselves where the argument stems from 

and instead simply parrot what they have heard from the soap boxes of others. Others who may very 

well be using the argument as a source of contention and in some cases even perhaps sedition. It is with

a view to explain not the concept but rather simply the term used to define the different name forms, 

their usage and how, if at all, they effect your standing and/or status. From here we shall, straightway, 

get to the definitions. These definitions are taking from Black's Law Dictionary Special Deluxe 

Fifth edition, Circa 1979. 

Before we look to these legal terms we must give due consideration to the etymology of certain 

words as they relate from Latin to English

 

Definitions

• Caput lat. =Head

• Capitis lat.= From the head or of the head, as to reference the head. (Capital) as in the capital 

of the U.S.A. or the Head of government

• Diminutio lat. = To diminish or lower as in value or position.

• Minima lat. = Minimum, least, etc.

• Media lat. = Medium, average, etc.

• Maxima lat. = Maximum, greatest, etc.

• Capitis Diminutio lat. = In Roman law, A diminishing or abridgment of personality. Tills

was a loss or curtailment of a man’s status or aggregate of legal attributes and 

qualifications, following upon certain changes in his civil condition. It was of three 

kinds, enumerated as follows: Capitis diminutio maxima. The highest or most 

comprehensive loss of status. This occurred when a man’s condition was changed from 

one of freedom to one of bondage, when he became a slave. It swept away with it all 

rights of citizenship and all family rights. Capitis diminutio media. A lesser or medium 

loss of status. This occurred where a man lost his rights of citizenship, but without 

losing his liberty. It carried away also the family rights. Capitis diminutio minima. Tile 
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lowest or least comprehensive degree of loss of status. This occurred where a man’s 

family relations alone were changed. It happened upon the arrogation of a person who 

had been his own master, (sui juris,) or upon the emancipation of one who had been 

under the patria potestas. It left the rights of liberty and citizenship unaltered. 

• Capitis Diminutio Minima lat = lowest or least comprehensive degree of loss of status. 

This occurred where a man’s family relations alone were changed. It happened upon 

the arrogation of a person who had been his own master, (sui juris,) or upon the 

emancipation of one who had been under the patria potestas. | Name Form: john 

quincy public, john q. public, john public.

• Capitis Diminutio Media lat. = A lesser or medium loss of status. This occurred where a 

man lost his rights of citizenship, but without losing his liberty. It carried away also the 

family rights. | Name Form: John Quincy Public, John Q. Public, John Public; 

suggested | Name Form | John- Quincy :PUBLIC

• Capitis Diminutio Maxima lat. = The highest or most comprehensive loss of status. This 

occurred when a man’s condition was changed from one of freedom to one of bondage, 

when he became a slave. It swept away with it all rights of citizenship and all family 

rights. | Name Form: | JOHN QUINCY PUBLIC, JOHN Q. PUBLIC, JOHN Q PUBLIC, 

JOHN PUBLIC.

There will be some that cannot see, at the current moment, the connection of 

themselves to the latter mentioned definition, for those we simply encourage patience.

Not Legal Advice: AmSuJuSo makes nor extends any representation or warranty. Nothing American Sui Juris Society creates, extends or offers within it's

articles should be, in anyway, construed as legal advice. Should you need legal advice we encourage you to seek out legal advice from a competent Legal

Professional. 
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